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THE 


RVATOR. 


The Rehearfal taken to Tafk about Holy-days, 
ventions. Of Saints-Days, and Churches dedicated to Saints. 






‘VoLV. Numb. 82 


Of May-poles, and other Pagan In- 
The Rehearfer an- 


fwers the Rights of the Church, in Oppofition to the Queen, as Head thereof. 





— 


* 


From (Clepnesday, December 25, to Saturday, December 28. 1706. 





Comtry-m. After Obfervator, the Rebearfer 

M has re "d his Day. 

(bf. I with he would change his Principles, 
and become Obedient to the Queen, and her 
Government. But how comes it about,’ that 
hehas chang’d his Day ? 

untry-m. In Refpe& to the Holy-day of 

MAS, it happening this Year on a 

Wednefday ; fo he would not profanethe Ho- 
ly-day, by publifhing it then. — : 

Obf: I rather believe he did it, becaufe he 
might have a Game at Cards on that Day 
with the Wharfinger at Stratford, that the 
Knave of Clubs, the Author of the Rebearfal, 
mizht not be out of the Way at that Time, 
ahout publithing his. Paper. If. CHRISTMAS 
happens on a Monday or Thurfday, her Ma- 
jdty does publiith her Gazette on that Day ; 
and we may fuppofe, that the Head of the 

huich has as much Religion init, asa Non- 
juring Prieft, that will conform neither to the 
Church or the State. : ; 

1am not, Roger, againft obferving and 
keeping holy a Day commemorating the Birth 
and pa Ae of our blefled Saviour, the 
happy Days wherein the Son of God was born, 
wf nade a Sacrifice for Sin, by whofe Me- 
tits and Satisfaction, of Enemies we are made 
Friends, and redeem’d from eternal Death. In 
Remembrance of which, in my Opinion, the 
Chriftian Sabbath was appointed, and is there- 
forecall’d- the Lord's Day: But, befides thefe 
Days, if the State will appoint a particular 
Day on that Account, I think it not onl 
commendable, but that it is the of all 
good Chriftians ftrictly to obferve it; but 
aotas commonly done in England, in Rioting 
and Drunkennefs, in-Chambering, in Wanton-. 
nes, in Gluttony, in playing at Cards, and 
other Exercifes, not fitting to be done on any, 
much lefson Holy-days. . sek 

. But, Mafter, he is for obferving, 
all other Holy-days, which he calls Saints- 
days, and thofe that do not obferve ’em, he 
calls Whigs, Deifts, and Prefbyterians. 

Obf: This fhows how near a Kin the High- 
Church is to Popery. By thele Methods, the 
Members of both Perfwafions do work on the 
Ignorance of the People, who judge more by 


Senfe, than Reafon, and love a’ Religion at-| - 


tended with Idlenefs and Sloth. In the Days 
of our Popifh Anceftors, the, Clergy had 
creas’d their Calender of Saints to fuch a 
gree, that the whole Nation was empoverifh’d, 
and likely to be ruin’d thereby, the Holy- 
days were fo many, that there was fcarce 


Room for neceflary Labour and Bufinefs, in- 


fomuch that many, or moft of thofe Day 
were put down in Harveft-time, otherwife 
the Corn muft have rotted on the Ground. 

The Papifts, as our High-flyers, made fo 
much of thefe Days, that the old Hiftorians 
date. their memorable Relations of Things 
from the Tydes, their Eves, and the Saints-days, 
as Matthew Paris, and others ; for Inftance, 
fuch a Thing was concluded on Hoch-Monday, 
or Hoch-Tuefday, or the Eve before Hoch-Tyde. 
Every Saint’s-day or Tyde had its Eve, which 
was a flothful Preparation for Idlenefs and 
Mirth the next Day. Thus they won upon 
the vitiated Minds, and aay Tempers of the 
People, which kept them from minding the 
great Concern of their Souls, and their na- 
tive Rights. 

It would exceed the Limits of this Paper, 
fhould‘I enter into a Comparifion betwixt Po~ 
pery, High-Church, and Paganifm, in this 
Refpeet All thefe Inftitutions feem to derive 
frum the Heathens, who Deify’d their People 
of. DiftinGion , pay’d *em Divine Honours 
whilft living, and celebrated their Memories 
after their Deaths in a Religious Manner. Thus 
the Feftival of the Goddefs Flora, which was 
ufuially celebrated in the Woods, is now grown 
up to aMay-pole, and many of the ignorant 
Devotes of our Church, would fooner part 
with their Steeple, and their whole Set of 
Ding-dongs, than not have a Dance about 
that Pagan Stick on a May-day. 

’Tis true, thefe May-poles are difus’d in 
moft of our Cities and large Burroughs, where 
the Minds of Men are better cultivated; but | 
retain’d ftill in many of our Villages, where 
Ignorance did, and ever will abound. The 
old Roman Name will ftill ferve em, Pagus, 2 
Village, and Pagamus, a Villager, for they 
will be Pagans ftill, and Mr. Rebearfal will 
juftify em init. — - 7 
“Now enter Rebearfer, with a Crown of 
Chriftmas on his Head,. compos’d of Holly, 
Ivy,- and Mifsletoe, the Pagan Ever-greens 
making a learned Oration in the Praife o 
Plumb-Porridge, Minc’d-Pyes, and roafted 
Beef ftuck with Rofemary, and proving ’em 
all Canonical, fings his own Carrol. 

A Pudding, 2 Bye, 

A Pudding- es 
_ ., 4 Pudding for me, 

And a Pye Pye fo ye 

A Pudding- or thee and me. 
And after having taken a hearly Swig at the 
Waflel-Bowl, exit Rebearfer, the Continuator 
of Heathen Cnftoms. 








| Now the Rebearfer’s Hand is in, I would 


haye 
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have him give us an Account of the Original | not be a fine lazy Time for the School-bors 


of thefe Pagan, Popifh, High-Church Cu- 
ftoms, how the lubberly Lads, and rantipole 


another at Hoch-Tyde ? The Original of 


. y. | 

Wenches, t firft to bind 7 

Country Fe came a 0 bin es peeeitt Ay Mafier, and if we were to Keep the 
Waflel-Bowl, Minc’d-Pyes, and Plumb-Por-} aad howe 


ridge? Who gave the noble Army of Mum- 
mers their Charter, Whether King Adam, or 
the Queen of Sheba? And who firft order’d 
the Windows to be ftuck with Chrifmas ? Func 
evit mibi magnus Apollo. Then fhall he appear 
to me the great Expounder of Pagan Cultoms.. 

I fancy he will havea better Hand at this, 
than in the Labour he has undertaken ot an- 
{wering The Rights of the Chriftian Church ajjert- 
ed; he feems better furnifh’d for one, than 


houfe Officers? For there are no lefst ete, ote 
to ‘whom Churches are dedicated, within the ills 
e would have Sainted 
ploug : , and reap the Corn ?. Who forget 
the Mault, and brew the Ofeber? He woyls ® 
Saints and Martyrs enough ; he would canonize gt 
man, St. Friend, St. Perkins, &t, Charnock, and we 
Zealots in the Affaffination-Plot as alfo sy P: ite 
} and ali the Infosmers again&@ Conventicles, hones’ 4° 
chardjon, the Keeper of Newgate, and the chag 


€ Refs 

of Minns. & that, in fine, we fhould have - ie 
, an * = re ‘ - ‘ ahy 
Holy-days as there are Days. in the Year, at which - 


young Furg would rejoyce heartily, for the aba 
go io stay? chad milk the Kine. " Nad rather 

Ob/. Prechee,Man, he writes only to pleafe the Kp... 
and to miflead the Children and Fools, And is nore 
Church in wonderful Danger, when her Saints are thus 





the other; and let him take me as a Friend 
in advifing him to drop one, and purfue the 
other, and I will furnifh him with Subject ¢- 
nough, as he does me fometimes. 

We have along Catalogue of Saints, which 
he has regifter’d in his Calender, and of 
whom the People would know their Pedigree 
and Defcent, and what memorable Actions 
they did, fo as to be canoniz’d. A Relation 
of this, will bea great Satisfaction to Man- 
kind, as well as to his humble Servant, the 


nepleéted, and their Holy-days non-obferv’d ? 
this 2 fad wicked Man, th- Author of the Risley 
endeavour to ob! iterate the Saints-Days in the Calenies 
and to have no more Honours pay’d to the Memories op 
St. Bennet Sherehog, and St. Etbelburge, than to the Me 
mories of Pantagruel, Amadis de Gaul, Fryar Bungy, og 
Fryar Tuck? Alack-2-day, thefe are fad Times foiethe 
High-Church-men , that han’r lazy Days enough tp 
walk Abroad, and fhow their Roaft-meat Cloaths: i 
Times fer the poor Creatures } 
Country-m. fay, He that will have a Me: “pole, lg 
him have a May-tole. 1} wonder Mr. Rebearfer has Ret 
got the Inhabitants of the Strand inditted, for not keep. 
ing their May-pole in Repair; wicked People ! their 





Obfervator. 

And for a Specimen of this great Work, I, 
would have him begin with the Saints, ta/| 
whom the Churches, in “and about London, are! 
dedicated. They were notable Saints and | 
Martyrs, Pll warrant it, tho’ I find little No- 
tice taken of them in Hiftory. ) 

Country-m. Mafter, I am acquainted with| 
fome of thofe Saints; there’s St Dun/flan at | 
Stepney was a clever Fellow; once upon a | 
Time, as he was roafting his Cheltnuts in the | 
Fire, the Devil being minded to know what 
he wasa doing, put his Nofe into the Chim- | 
ney Nook; the Saint’s Tongs being red Hot, 
caught the Devil with ’em faft by the Nofe, 
and made him roar out lke aliuck Pig. Now, 
wan’t thisa brave bold Saint, to hold the De- 
vil’s Nofé to the Grinding-Stone? 

Then, Mafter, there is St. George in. Mir 
wark, he fou ht the Dragon from the. Fields, 
now call’d St. George’s, to the Place. whe, 


ftands the Houfe was Demy Audrews’s, and} 


there he kill’d him as dead asa -Nail. 


May-pole is demolith’: t a Srick, but little longer th 
a Marfhal’s -xunchcon. Bui, Mafter, can’t thefe High 
Church men keep their Holy-diys, without difturbing 
others about it ? They are fo zealous for the Shinty, 
that upon my honeft Word, I believe, in a fhort Time, 
they’l! preach up, the Dotbrine of Praying to em, anj 
telt us, that the Papithes are the befl Chriftians. Fy 
upon ’em, Matter. 

Obf, This Neglect of the Saints is trump’d up topon 
the Negl:ct ef the Church, Any thing to fet the iow. 


rane Dovuics@ uadding againitthe Government, Aaj 
thy: Rebearfer’s, anfwering the Rights of the Church, is 


in Oppefition to the Queen’s Right, as Head t 


| and ro prote, that the Crown’ holds from the Che 





This Ithall prove to be the Defign and Drift of his Di 


| courle, and, in Time, thall fer you right ie 
as 


Rights of the Church, and, the .Queen’s Title, 
thereof; and therefore, Ro &: thefle Reb 
" T have Olecalion to ure, a. Er Sane 
Country-m. That I will, Mafter, and then. you'll 
4 flat on his Back, as you did in. the Point oF Gun 
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Advertifements, 


| On Monday next-will be publifh’d; 

_. ¥* Fhe Rattel of Ramillia, or, The Power of Union 
A. Poem, In five Bo By Mr. Dennis. Sold ‘i 
Bragge, in Pater-Nofter-Row. . Price ftitch'd 1 s. 6. 





Obf. There you are out, Roger, ‘for that 
Charch is dedicated. to i, ¢. the Martyr. 
Coanphym, “Ti Bo Breet ater for a Coun- 
‘man to be out in Hiftory.; bu 
con't you think tha St. Bennet Sher 
Ta a eg f wel bt 
 Obf. In Iw be ine 
form, and do crave that Favot of Mr. Re: 
bearfal; and how it. comes to pafs, that upon. 
the Weekly Bills we find above twenty Church- 
es dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and but om 





Ns 





ve us an Acount; as alfo St. 





to ke all thefe Holy-days, ag this High- | 
Churc pion would have us, would it 
en hence tet cane cena 





os ba 





i The 1s in the will ily be publith’ 
Ty, * The Wooden ron dal tee fover' 
the Mathematicks. by B. Bragge, in Pater-Nofe- 
*.The Flying Pen, a, New, Short-Hand Rook, jut 
indi Pmiti Po. ea 
* *,* The third . of the Writings ings of the Author 
of The London-Spy, confifting of Poems on divers Su- 
jeds, viz.. A: Di : between Britannia and Prudence. 


Fortune's Bounty. A, Proteftant Scourge. A Muficd 
Enrertainment. A Sa .againit the corrupt Ufe of 

mad, land a great Bedlam. f 
lis avin oma Pae 
ecels of his Grace the Duke of Mfzr/doroug ‘ 
Skelrer cx, the Loui upon two Sticks. Journey to H—, 
in three Parts. fonelty in Difteets, Web feveral ote 
never before printed. Sold by B.Bragge, in Pata 

- a ' ”~ 

#,# Advertifements for this Paper, are taken 10 oy 


B.. Bragge, at the Raven in Pater-Nofter-Row ; a1 A. 
Meere, at the Black-Fryar in Black-Fryars. 





LONDON, Printed for the Author, Joun Turcuin, 











